182               Portland Cement Testing
of a sample. It would be as well, however, to point out
that a totally erroneous conclusion may be arrived at by
placing too much reliance on any one test by itself, such,
for instance, as the tensile strength at seven days ctaly,
without at the same time carefully examining the other
properties of the sample. Judging from remarks that are
commonly heard on the subject, the opinion seems to be
very prevalent among the less well informed, that if a
sample, when gauged neat, develops a good tensile strain
at seven days, there is nothing more to be desired ; whereas
it sometimes happens, that a sample which, viewed from
that standpoint alone, is perfectly satisfactory, shows
marked signs of disintegration at the end of a month or
so, and proves finally to be utterly worthless. Moreover,
the seven days' test by itself, in common with other tests
at the one date only, gives no indication as to whether the
cement will increase in strength with age, as all good
cement should, or whether it practically attains its greatest
strength at that date. It is therefore important to ascertain
the strength developed at two dates at least, by which
means an opinion can be formed of its power of growing
or increasing; for it is very evident that a sample which
attains a moderate strength at the earlier date, and
practically goes on increasing indefinitely, is more valuable
for most kinds of constructive work, than one which attains
a comparatively high strength at the earlier date, and then
ceases to increase, and possibly shows a falling off.
A great many users look askance at a high tensile
strain at short dates, as indicating an overlimed cement, or
at all events, one that is so fully limed as to contain an
element of danger; although this opinion is to a certain
degree well founded, it by no means always follows that
such is the case, more particularly with the better material
obtained by improved modern methods of manufacture.